
 

 

Saturday & Sunday 
September 29 and 30, 2018 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Rain or Shine! 

 

2018 TOUR of 

HISTORIC 

GALENA HOMES 

Illustration by Edward G. Kelley 

 The Daniel Barrows family built this Italianate home in 

1858 after their previous residence on the spot burned in 

Galena’s 1856 fire. The home was owned by several 

families thereafter until it was purchased in 1922 by the 

International Order of the Odd Fellows, who added the 

large rooms on the building’s rear. In 1938, the city came 

into possession of the property, and the Galena Historical 

Society was opened on its second floor. 

     Today, the entire building is devoted to the Galena & 

U.S. Grant Museum and its 10,000-plus artifacts. The 

Museum houses over 6,500 square feet of exhibit space, 

including the Museum’s newest exhibits: Driftless Area & 

First Peoples, which features the earliest history of our 

county, as well as our new Galena Generals exhibit.  

 

Join us next year for the 

52nd ANNUAL TOUR OF HOMES 

SEPTEMBER 28 & 29, 2019 

  GALENA & U.S. GRANT MUSEUM 

In the historic Barrows Mansion, 211 S. Bench St. 

Free admission on Saturday or Sunday with 

purchase of Home Tour ticket 

 

2018 HOME TOUR MAP 

 

Shuttle 

 

Shuttle 

N 

Houses may be visited in any order. Homes 2 and 3 are located West of  town near Walmart . 

Tour includes walking distances and maneuvering both indoor and outdoor steps. Wear 

sturdy shoes. 

Homeowners may provide shoe covers at their discretion. 

Shuttles will be provided to all locations on Saturday. 

Guests use their own transportation Sunday. 

$20 ($18 before September 15th) 

211 S. Bench Street 

Galena, Illinois 61036 

815.777.9129 

www.galenahistory.org 

For tickets & info:  

call 815.777.9129 

or visit galenahistory.org 

Homes #2 and #3 are 

located west  of town; 

#2 is just past the 

Ramada Inn; #3 is on   

Norris Road across 

from the golf course 

along US 20 
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 ANNUAL TOUR OF HISTORIC GALENA HOMES 
Saturday and Sunday                 September 29 and 30, 2018                9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

HENRY W. MILLER HOUSE 

11672 West Norris Lane 
 

Owner: Terry Cole 
 

  

The Henry W. Miller House 

was built in the Greek Revival 

style between 1847 and 1850. Miller, the 

original owner, was a dealer in Galena’s 

flour-producing industry. Other early 

owners include Galena businessmen 

James Meeker Harris and Richard Barrett. 

The Hartwig family then resided in the 

home for over 100 years. The home used 

to sit facing East on an 80-acre site along 

U.S. Route 20, complete with barns and 

outbuildings. When the hospital was built 

in 2007, the house was relocated to this 

one-acre site on Norris Lane. 
 

Despite alterations made by Barrett in the 

1870s and 1880s, the home retains its 

historic integrity. Renaissance 

Restoration, one of  the premier 

preservation  companies in the Midwest, 

now calls this its home.  
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BEDFORD HOUSE 

11405 Highway 20 West 
 

Owners: Mike & Linda Scholz 

House Managers: Bob Palmer & Jack Kirkby 

This Victorian era house was 

originally built by the Bedford 

family, who moved to this land 

on the old Fuller homestead in 1873. The 

family referred to the house as Baumheim, 

which is German for “house in the trees.” 

Husband Edward was the State’s Attorney 

for Jo Daviess County and later served on 

the Illinois Supreme Court. His wife, Ellie, 

was a skilled artist who trained under the 

world famous sculptor Laredo Taft at the 

Art Institute of Chicago. Their son, Claude, 

died as a teen of Meningitis.  

 

The home has been restored by recent 

owners and is a licensed B &B. Despite 

two additions added to the six bedroom 

home through the years, it retains much of 

the original historic integrity, including 

original stairs, railings, wood plank floors 

and bay window. 

KILBURG  HOUSE 

119 South Dodge Street 
 

Owner: Theresa Cole 

In the 1840s, during Galena’s lead 

mining days, a one room brick 

miner’s cottage stood at 119 S. 

Dodge St. The old cottage is now part of 

the current kitchen. The building grew into 

a two-story Greek Revival home between 

the years 1904 and 1906, using bricks and 

windows that the original owner Mrs. 

Kilburg salvaged from an old fraternal 

lodge that was being demolished to make 

way for the new high school.  For the past 

97 years, the Einsweiler family has called 

this building home. The current owners are 

the third generation to live there. 
 

Awarded the 2017 Galena Annual Historical 

Preservation Award, the home retains many 

of the original features, with a preserved 

living room and dining room, as well as 

historic woodwork, windows and flooring. 

Copper gutters were added in recent years. 

TICKETS are $20 each; $18 if purchased on or before September 15; children under 10 free 

with an adult. Tickets—good for either day—may be purchased on Tour weekend at the History 

Museum, Gateway to History (403 S. Main Street), the DeSoto House Hotel, at each tour home, 

and Saturday at the Old Train Depot. Advance tickets (non-refundable) are available at the 

Galena & U.S. Grant Museum and Gateway to History.  

Visit galenahistory.org or call 815.777.9129 for information and advance ticket purchases. We 

accept MasterCard, Visa, and Discover for advance ticket purchases. 

PARKING is available at 

the Old Train Depot (101 

Bouthillier Street), City 

Hall (corner of Green & 

Commerce Streets), or 

street-side near tour stops.  

Parking fees may apply. 

A FREE SATURDAY SHUTTLE will 

provide transportation to and from all five 

locations and public parking areas labeled 

on the tour map (see reverse). Look for the 

yellow school buses.  
 

No shuttles on Sunday.   

Wear sturdy 

shoes for steps 

and walking. 

Shoe covers may 

be provided at 

homeowners’ 

discretion. 

PUBLIC RESTROOMS  

 Galena & U.S. Grant Museum (211 S. 

Bench Street) 

 Hello Galena (121 N. Commerce Street) 

 City Hall (Green & Commerce Streets) 

 Porta– potty near Stop #3 (Miller House) 

Celebrating over 50 Years of a 
wonderful Galena tradition! 

GERMAN M.E. PARSONAGE 
414 Hill Street  

 

Owners: Robert & Diane Palagi 

 
 

This home, built in 1881 as the 

German Methodist Episcopal 

Church’s second parsonage, represents 

the typical vernacular style of the 

period. While the old church next door 

has been extensively altered to house 

apartments, the parsonage still retains 

many original features, including 

transom windows, original wide-plank 

pine floors, and a walnut stair rail. A 

two-story wing was added to the West 

side of the house in 1994.  

 

Current owners have decorated with 

period antiques to match the home’s 

simple grace and charm, while updating  

to accommodate modern living needs. 

Of note among recent renovations 

includes the addition of a coffered 

ceiling and wainscoting in the restored 

dining room.    

 

STEAMBOAT  HOUSE 

605 South Prospect Street 
 

Owners: Carol Gebelt & Katie Bercham 

 

Also known as the Captain 

Daniel Smith Harris House, 

this Gothic Revival style home was 

constructed in 1855. Harris, who settled 

in Galena in 1823, was a miner and a 

lieutenant in the army, commanding a 

company in the Blackhawk War.  Harris 

was perhaps best known as a steamboat 

captain during Galena’s boom years, on 

boats including the Grey Eagle, The 

Smelter and The Relief, among others. 

His wife Sarah was a noted physician, 

naturalist, lecturer, writer and suffragette.   
 

The brick home features a cross gable 

roof, many original windows, decorative 

Gothic Revival wood details, and an 

arched entrance topped with a bay 

window and turret. Famed landscape 

architect Andrew Jackson Downing 

helped design the home, which is now a 

bed and breakfast.  


